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PREFACE 


The writer has described a practical method of magnetic 
amplifier design. Some of the problems associated with any 
method of design have been considered. A special problem is 
Solved in Chapter II. 

The writer acknowledges valuable,advice from Reuben Lee, 

C. K. Hooper, and J. W. Evans, engineers of the Westinghouse 
Corporation, Baltimore, Maryland, on the design probiem of Chapter 
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INTRODUCTION 


The magnetic amplifier is a device which may be inserted be- 
tween a power source and a load to vary the amount of voltage 
appearing across the load. It may be thought of as a variable 
impedance in series with the source and the load.  Varying this 
impedance will result in a variation of the voltage across the load. 
Magnetic amplifiers now have many applications, and new uses are 
constantly being found. The problem of how to design a magnetic 
amplifier for a particular application has become pressing. An attempt 
is made in Chapter I to explain some of the problems involved in 
magnetic amplifier design and to present a method that can be used to 
solve the design problem in a simple way. 

Chapter II deals with a specific problem--the design of a 
magnetic amplifier to control a radar antenna. The amplifier was 
designed according to the procedure outlined in Chapter I, and it 
operated successfully. It should be noted that the conditions im- 
posed on the magnetic amplifier of Chapter II were rather severe. 

The load varied over a wide range, and yet this load variation was 
not to be reflected in a motor speed change. Such a problem would 
have required complicated circuitry and numerous tubes in the con- 
ventional antenna controller. The magnetic amplifier needed no 
tubes and very few circuit components. 

Appendix A takes up the question of tracking. Here the magnetic 
amplifier seems to fail as a substitute for conventional circuits. 
The reason for this stems primarily from the fact that no one as 
yet has discovered a configuration of cores and coils that will track 
without excessive losses and exeessive weight. 
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Chapter I 


MAGNETIC AMPLIFIER DESIGN 


l. Simple Magnetic Amplifier 

Perhaps the simplest type of magnetic amplifier is illustrated 
in Figure 1. It is necessary, in practical applications, to use 
two cores, two load (a-c) windings, and two control windings to make 
possible cancellation of the effects of the load windings on the 
control winding by transformer action. A single three-legged or 
four-legged core may be used if available. Such a core does not 
differ, essentially, from the artangement of Figure 1. The load 
windings may be either in series or parallel, one arrangement being 
somewhat superior to the other for particular applications. The con- 
trol windings are always arranged in the manner shown in Figure 1. 
Such an arrangement causes a concellation of the voltages induced 
in the control windings by currents in the load windings. 

Ihe load, the load windings and the a-c supply are in series 
in Figure l. Any variation in reactance of the load reactors will 
cause a variation in the voltage appearing across the load. In- 
creasing the control current causes a decrease in the impedance of 
the load windings and a corresponding increase in the voltage across 
the load. Decreasing the control current has the opposite effect. 
The variation of impedance may be shown graphically by the method 
depicted in Figure 2. 

Figure 2 shows a sinusoidal voltage across the reactors. This 
voltage causes a sinusoidal flux which lags the voltage by ninety 
degrees. It may also be said that this flux is caused by the 
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magnetomotive force resulting from the total currents flowing in 
the load windings. 

The magnetomotive force may be determined by projecting the flux 
onto the Q (flux) vs “AMFcurve and then projecting the m» f onto 
the MAF vs € (phase) curve. This determination of the magnetomotive 
force produces the load current as a by-product since wef equals Nl. 
It is apparent that increasing the control current will cause the 
flux in each core to swing above the knee of the 9 vs MMF curve 
earlier, thus causing a greater mm f and load current. As a matter 
of fact, the saturation curve is always much more linear and much 
steeper than shown in Figure 2, and the knee is much more abrupt, 
with new high-permeability cores. The curve for a high-permeability 
core causes the load current to be essentially a series of pulses 
if the flux swings above the knee. With a given voltage applied, 
the control current magnitude determines whether "firing" will 
take place. 

Figure 3 shows typical firing anzles fc: several values of 
control current. If the alternating flux never exceeds the value 
at the knee because the control current is low ("bias" is too great), 
firing cannot occur. This is equivalent to saying that the inductive 
reactance is very high. Obvpusly, increasing the magnitude of the 
applied voltage will also cause firing. It is possible to determine 
analytically the angle of conduction, relative to the supply voltage, 
of the magnetic amplifier in many cases by using certain circuit 
parameters and the hysteresis loop of the core. In essence, firing 
of the magnetic amplifier occurs when the instantaneous flux density 
in the core reaches a critical value which may be called the firing 


flux density. u 
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Substituting (9) in (I), 


= -t _ B - Be (s) 
Op Cos ( / igs ) 


where Be is the critical or firing value 3f flux density. and Bis 





the flux density in the core due to control current alone. Of course, 
O“ © < TT and — B, « f, = +8p . Ir Bis less than - $; 
or greater Em +B; , it is still possible for firing to occur 
but Ho will be unreasonably large, and the magnetic amplifier 
will lose much of its responsiveness to control current variations. 
118, exceeds 5, , firing of the amplifier cannot be prevented regard- 
less of the value of E, . in aoplieations like motor control where 
it is desired to be able to stop the motor, inability to prevent 
firing would make it impossible to bring tne motor to a stop. 

The magnetomotive forces of the two windings were shown graph- 
ically in Figure 2. Mathematically, they may be expressed in the 
form of a series. The same series, divided term-by-term by the number 


of turns in the windings, represents the currents in the load windings. 





La = Jar, t L, Cos O ti, ces 20 + I; Ces 36 
+ ly ce 46 + ---- (£) 
la -- I. - J, cos ( © -, 20°) - T, cos 26 - 100°) 
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Ic is obtained by dividing the control winding magnetomotive force 
by the number of turns in the control winding. 

The total load winding current is the sum of I, and Ip, with 
the windings in parallel. 


= 207, cose + I, cos 30 41g cos Se 


total 
EZ Cos ?6 + -:: ) (e) 


= 2 ( edd harmonic Jer ms?) 


With load windings in parallel, then, the even harmonic current 
terms cancel in the load circuit. The odd harmonics of the load 
winding circuit have no effect on the control windings, even though 
the harmonics afein phase, because the control windings are reversed 
in phase. Although there are no even harmonics in the load (or supply) 
circuit, there very definitely are even harmonies in each of the 
load windings, as shown in equations (6) and (7). These even 
harmonics may readily be shared by the control windings. An inductance 
is sometimes placed in series with the control windings to make 
their share of these even harmonics small. It is desirable to 


eliminate these extraneous currents from the control windings since 





they constitute an unwanted input to the amplifier. These currents 
also adversely affect the amplifier's sensitivity. 

If it is desired to design a magnetic amplifier with as rapid 
a response to control current change as possible, the load windings 
will be in series. Then even harmonic currents can flow only in the 
control windings. If the even harmonics are permitted to flow in 
the control windings, the magnetization of the reactors is said to 
be natural; if the even harmonics are prevented from flowing in the 
control windings by a large series impsdance or some other method, 
the magnetization of the reactors is said to be constrained since 
the even harmonics cannot flow at aiit Generally, series load wind- 
ings are used when fast response is desired and parallel load wind- 
ings when high gain and high power utilization are the primary 
considerations. Since the time constant of an inductive circuit 
is > the response time may be decreased by adding resistance in 
the control windings. This increase of resistance means more power 
loss in the input circuit, however, and a consequent loss in power 
gain. 

The foregoing discussion of the type of magnetization that 
results from a particular arrangement of windings is important from 
the design standpoint. Most methods of design assume a sinusoidal 
flux in each reactor. This cannot be the case is the magnetization 
is constrained--if some harmonics cannot flow. Therefore, design 


is considerably simpler, if it is to be quantitatively accurate, if 
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magnetization is natural. This means all harmonics must flow. 
As has been indicated, with parallel load windings ali harmonics 
can flow. if they are eliminated in the control windings, they 
will still exist in the individual load windings so that the flux 
in each will be sinusoidal. The design problem is consequently 
simplified by using the type of circuit illustrated in Figure 1. 
After it has been decided that the type of circuit shown in 
Figure l is to be used, the next step is to pick out the two reactors. 
Many high permeability core materials are now available. Among 
these are hipernik V, orthonik, hipersil, and mu-metal. Assume 
hipersil is chosen. The size of the core is then determined by the 
volt-ampere rating necessary as fixed by the maximum load. Window 
size is important also, for it determines the number of load and 
control turns that may be used. These turns will usually be wound 
on the same leg of the core. Figure | shows a type "C" core. A 
banding strap tightly binds the two halves, making the air gap small. 
If the load is d-c, the rectifiers may be chosen next. It is 
important to cnoose rectifiers with high back NEWS. for reverse 
current will decrease the sensitivity of the amplifier. Selenium 
rectifiers have been improved to the point where the reverse current 
is almost negligible. Another factor tnat must be considered in 
selecting the rectifiers is the range of voltage that will appear 
across them and the range of current drown through them. For 
example, a stack of twenty selenium plates each five inches in diameter 


will tolerate about three hundred volts a-c across them and will 
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handle a current drain of five or six amperes without getting too 
hot. The forward d-c voltage drop, however, decreases with current 
density, particularly with very low values of current density. This 
is illustrated in Figure 5. The non-linearity for very low current 
densities means that the voltage available for the load is not a 
straight-line function of the a-c voltage applied to the rectifier. 
This apparent difficulty may be obviated by experimentally determining 
what a-c voltage must be applied to the rectifier to produce the 
minimum load voltage and current and the a-c voltage necessary to 
produce the maximum load voltage and current. The a-c voltage necess- 
ary over the range will not be linear, since the rectifier character- 
istic is not linear, but this non-linearity will not prove troublesome 
in most applications. It is the problem of the designer now to design 
the magnetic amplifier to produce the required range of a-c voltage 
and current for the rectifier. 

Perhaps the easiest way to design the reactors is to use a 
graphical method. A family of curves of H, vs D, with control 
current as parameter must be obtained for the hipersil core material. 
To get these curves it is necessary to wind an a-c and a d-c winding 
onto each core. Five or six hundred turns of wire for each winding 
shoud suffice. The circuit of Figure 6 is now set up. 


lo find the a-c flux density B: 
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In the above equations, Vae is volts, Lact amperes, L is 
henries, but all other units are C93 . The Westinghouse Corporation, 
which produces hipersil, uses gausses, ampere *urns per inch for H, 


square inches for A. Using these units, 
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But À must be converted to square inches. 


Therefore, B- 2.47 ton i 


This B is an "rms" flux density whereas the peak value causes 


the magnetic amplifier to fire. Therefore, 

B. 250 Var x (15) 

FAN 
Where Ve. is rms volts across one reactor. 
H in ampere turns per inch is determined by measuring the 
voltave across the resistor R, finding the current as Rond comput- 
ing L1 . Since this current is the current from two reactors, it is 
twice the value of one. 
To get the BH Curves, Je set at zero and Ar is increased 

from zero in convenient steps, and Y and H are computed at each 
point until saturation has been passed. The locus of these points 
is a B-H curve for LI.= © . Lo is now increased to, say, 
twenty milliamperes, and a new curve is obtainod. This process is 
repeated at regular intervals until a family of curves such as are 
shown in Figure 7 is obtained. In these curves it may be noted that 
the Ha. exceeds the Ho. for one reactor by a small amount at and 
beyond the steepest part of each curve. (To get Hae for one reactor, 
the values shown cn the abscissa mst be divided by two). The reason 
for this excess of Ha. over Hac is that the total d-c magnetomotive 
force must exceed the a-c magnetomotive force by the amount required 


to drive the core into saturation. 
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With the curves of Figure 7 available and with the knowledge f 
load conditions, the design of the magnetic amplifier may be accom- 
plishec. These data are known: 

l. Maximum load conditions. This was previously determined 

from the experimental test on the restifier and load. Maximum 

load is a Vma, and and ax : 

2. Minimum load condition. This was similarly determined from 

the restifier-load test. 

Minimum load is a¥, and anl „n- 


fj^ 


3. The length and area of the core. 


Max (4 ac (16) 


ee = 
Mir ( BE) a 


is now determined. The ratio (16) will be a numeric since N is the 


The ratio 


only unknom. 

Choose a point near the knee of the Że equals zero curve. This 
point will determine Min. ( d Ja e > Which in turn determines 
Max, (4), sino: the ratio of ff TL mis known. The point 
chosen near the knee of the J. equals zero curve also fixes a maximum 
voltage across the reactor, since, as was shown in equation (15), 


8- 250 Vrro® | | 
k FAN gausses. This maximum reactor voltage 





occurs, of course, when the load voltage is a minimun/ Since the 
ordinate in Figure 7 is pa rather than B, V is easily obtained by 
multiplying the value of YA y found opposite the point chosen near 
the knee by AN. Now the reactor voltage and load voltage are both 
known for minimum load. The appliec voltage will usually be the 
quadrature sum of these. In some applications, however, the reactor 
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voltage, and the load voltage add almost arithmetically to give the 
applied voltaze. The angle between these two voltages may be deter- 
mined experimentally. The minimum voltage across the reactor may be 
found ty subtracting the maximum load voltage from the applied voltage. 

Ihus two points are found on Figure 7--the first selected near 
the knee of the Je equals zero curve, and the second determined by 
the intersection of minimum V and maximo (MF) . A line drawn be- 
tween these two points may be called the load line, and it represents 
the approximate locus of operation of the magnetic amplifier as 
is increased from zero to the value necessary to move the locus to the 
end point. If this load line dees not fall within a useable range of 
the curves of Figure 7--for example, itV, falls below the bottom 
envelope of the curves--, it is necessary to move the initial point 
either up or down on the J, equals zero curve to a point which does 
cause the second point to fall on a practicable spot. The load line 
will not be straight in most applications. If the load voltage and 
reactor voltage add in quadrature, the locus will be elliptical. 
However, in many applicetions the best the designer can do is fix 
the end points. If, for the sake of linearity, it is essential to 
know the exact shape of the operating locus, intermediate points 
may be found most easily by experimental test. 

N, the number of turns on the load winding of one reactor, 
may be readily found since both ( YF M wami ac way? known, 
N being the only unknown in either. The wire size for the load 
windings is fixed by the I in ( MF). . The wire is then wound 

MAL 

around micarta tubing and fitted onto the core. Window space for 
the control winding plus any other desired windings must remain. 
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From Figure 7, (2), wur 


through the end point of the operating locus. An Ny. is selected. 


may be found as the line which passes 


Ñ de should be at least twice as great as Nac to reduce the control 
current. Once Na is selected, Z; -— is determined. 

It is possible that the IPR losses in the windings may cause 
excessive heat under maximum load. These loases may be determined 
by computing the resistance of the windings and then the total copper 
losses. Other losses may be neglected. Dividing the total copper 
loss per reactor by the total weights of tHe reactor, including 
windings, gives a figure in watts per pound that is a measure of 
whether or not overheating will occur. In the open air, a figure of 
one watt per pound will barely raise the reactor temperature by an 
appreciable amount. 

An analysis of Figure 7 helps to clarify magnetic amplifier 
principles. Equation (li) indicates that the inductance of a load 
winding is equal to a constant times the core permeability. Or 
the inductance appears to equal a constant times the slope of the 
B-H curve at the operating point. A glance at the slopes of the curves 
of Figure 7 at the operating points proves that the "impedance" of 
the reactors certainly is not a direct function of the operating 
point slopes. In fact, except for the magnetizing current that flows 
under conditions of very low flux density, the currents that flow 
are not sinusoidal. Therefore, impedance is not simply a function of 
an inductive reactance, for there is no such thing as inductive 
reactance if the current is distorted unless the various harmonics 
of the total current are considered one at a time. Boyajian X showed 


X Boyajian [ 1] 
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that if the saturation curve were divided into two regions, each 
being linear, the first region being that of unsaturation, the second 


that of saturation, the nih harmonic for one reactor could be expressed 








by 
l = ¥: 
AA M. ag 
ái wl) €, Cos nO A $ DEF. uc "P (7) 
CN AM — CE ) (9) 
Gnd 
2. E Emay Sm (0-Z) 
Ka 
t n l -) (19) 


2 


Figure 8 (a) shows the saturation curve, 8(b) shows the component 
curves that add to give the resultant current shown in 8(c). The 
transients of regions one and two are represented by the second term 
of equation(19). 64 is the value of current represented by the knee 
of the saturation curve. This method of determining the various 
harmonic currents depends for its accuracy upon using high permeability 
cores. When I, is large enough to move the operation point close to 
the full-load point, it becomes necessary to add a third region to 
the problem--that region extending almost horizontally from zero to 
the point at which the curve breaks upward. 

As has been indicated, a general inductive reactance function 
does not exist when the load current becomes distorted due to satur- 
ation. Nevertheless, many references show a curve of Y. ys Les with the 
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decreasing exponentially from a high value for T: equal to zero 

to a low value for large J, . Such a curve is usually quite mislead- 
ing, for it is usually constructed by entering curves like those of 
Figure 7 at points of constant flux density and varying control 


current. Since B is constant, V is constant and may be determined. 


Then 
V 


=e p o 
ene veactóv ` (20) 
I one reactor 


B X ^" 


" 3, sox 10% 
= — " Eu (21] 
Hox 2 


where H is the abscissa value of the intersection of the constant B 
line and the particular VER line. 


Or 
(22) 


one reactor 


Or PA - K, d (23) 


one reacter 


since B is a constant. Knowing this impedance for each H and knowing 
the resistance permits the determination of X, for each H. A plot 
is then made of YA vs L, . Such a plot has very little justification, 


for the operation of a magnetic amplifier is always accompanied 
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by large changes in B. The only way B could remain constant would 
be for the supply voltage to be changed very drastically as de is 
changed. A true and useful plot of an X, (not equal toamfl ) 
vs l, could be made by letting H and B vary with Že as actually 
happens. Equation (22) could be used for points along the load line. 
But Equation (23) could not be used since in it B was assumed 
constant. 
2. Self-saturated Magnetic Amplifier Design 

Besides the load and control windings, a reactor may also have 
windings for bias and feed back. Figure 7 may be used to obtain 
another series of curves called the transfer curves. These are 
obtained by drawing the load line across Figure 7 as explained in 
part A. Each intersection of this load line with a constant (N) de 
curve nes a value of ( v, and also a value of (4 TE 
The latter is found on the abscissa directly beneath the point. A 
plot ola re (1), may then be made. This may easily be transformed 
into a plot of Z,, VSI yg, and finally a plot of rectified load current 
vs Jy, (or 2. ) as shown in Figure 9. The alternating current 
flowing in the load windings is a fairly linear function of the direct 
current in the control winding over most of the curve. Or it may 
be said that Ho. is a linear function of Ay . Now, if part of the 
rectified load current is sent into a separate feedback winding in 
such a direction as to add to Hy, of the control winding, some of 
the direct H needed to produce a particular load current may be 
thus provided. It is possible, in fact, to provide so much positive 
feedback that the additional direct H needed from the control winding 
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may be only a small fractional part of that needed in the case where 
there is no feedback. This is illustrated in Figure 10. Figure 9 
Shows that maximum output with feedback may be obtained in a typical 
circuit with a control current of about forty milliamperes. Maxi- 
mum output without feedback would require a control current many times 
this value, the _Z, disparity depending upon the percent of feedback. 
Ihe necessity of bias, in a separate bias winding, for certain 
applications is apparent in Figure 9. It is evident that for (+ de 
equal to zero,(&), is not zero. If the bias current were of such a 
magnitude as to bring the minimum point of the curve far enough to 
the right to make it coincide with the(M) | equal zero ordinate, the 
a-c output for zero input would be materially reduced. This reduc- 
tion of output for zero input might be essential in such applications 


as motor control if it is desired to be able to stop the motor. 


The amount of feedback is 


(d 
[5 - 4 7444. — (23) 
(27) 


Since | is the same for both windings, 


B = (02) pass (24) 
NI) a. 


As has been pointed out, the total d-c mm] is the sum of the control 





current mm f and the feedback mmf . Or 





( Nr),, = (WI), + pl uz AE EE) 
(Qu. I. _ (nx a, _ Liria (26) 
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The extra winding for feedback may be eliminated by placing 
rectifiers in series with the load winding as shown in Figure ll. 
A direct component of the load current, proportional to the load 
current magnitude, provides the direct magnetomotive force formerly 
supplied by the feedback winding. This feedback arrangement is 
called self-saturation. Then Ney, and Ny, are one and the same 


winding and 


= TÍfdbk 
P oe (a9 
also (NI), = (NT). + Ny, Tina (22) 
x (N7) 4. N 


So wm — Qe y 
M C WB DNE 
c A 9 


/ 
But (NI ) 2 is also the magnetomotive force required with 
EET 
no feedback. 


Therefore 


(NI) 4. > NI Bo) 


If it be assumd that N je equals Na. , then 


I. 9 « T Nas (31) 


With two reactors in parallel as shown in Figure 11, Ir SL is 





nearly equal to one-half of DO . Since 1 wad may be measured, 


a more convenient expression for JA is 


"Ea Z lea 
2g = Ig. -— — Na. (32) 
Ne 
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Self-saturation and external positive feedback are virtually 
identical. With self-saturation, reverse current through the 
rectifiers Lends to demagnetize the core during the "non-conducting" 
half-cycle of the supply voltage. This demagnetization of the core 
may drasticelly reduce the amplification of the magnetic amplifier. 
It is important, therefore, to choose rectifiers having as great a 
back resistance as possible. With external feedback, there is a 
certain amount of flux leakage between the feedback winding and the 
load winding. This reduces the effectiveness of the feedback. 
Perhaps the principal consideration in contragting the two methods 
of feedback is that of core utilization. It is clear that self- 
saturation, since it avoids the use of one winding, has the advantage 
of providing more space for other windings or xrrätting the use of 
a smaller core with the consequent economy of space and cost. 

Since the input current (Ic) for a magnetic amplifier with feed- 
back is much less than Ic for a magnetic amplifier without feeback, 
the power gain of the former is correspondingly greater. Whereas 
the power gain of a magnetic avplifier without feedback might be 
several hundred, the power gain of one with feedback might be as 
much as two hundred thousand. 

As in the case of the simple magnetic amplifier of Section A, 
the firing time for the self-saturated amplifier can be controlled 
and determined. Before firing, the assumption is made that the 
entire supply voltage is across the reactors. After firing, it is 


assumed that the entire supply voltage is across the load, From 
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zero time, when the supply voltage is passing zero with positive 
slope, to some time later in the positive alternation all the supply 
voltage is across the reactors. When the flux density due to the 
voltage across the reactors reaches a critical value firing occurs, 
and the supply voltage shifts to the load. If now the control current 
is increased, the flux excursion in the reactors starts from a 

higher value and consequently reaches the critical (firing) flux 
density value earlier. This results in larger values of a-c magnetizing 
force and output voltage. Bo, the initial flux density, is determined 
by the control current only, since B4, is zero when the supply voltage 
is Zero. After the conducting half-cycle for one reactor, hysteresis 
and the presence of the rectifier causes the flux density to remain 

at a finite value even when I, is zero. If hysteresis is appreciable, 
this value must be added to the flux density due to I, to get Bo. 


Since the voltage across one reactor is given by 


C= Né. xi " (33) 


AB = ode x 10° 


= Em Shwt dh xio? (34) 
Va x 





Therefore B- 8, + J al Sm wt d x10" /3 s) 


YA 
NA 
where B, is the constant of integration. Firing will occur when 


& 
B exceeds the firing flux density B f 
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1 
f Ém Sh tot dt x io! 
Bp- B+ J — ae 
? 
By - Bo = ame (1- Cos wt, ) 


(8. -94 JONA 


= Í 


(By -2.) 124) 


Wi, = T C18 Em x10" 


let loty = ef: Then, Stace 
B se Er x so? 
wn A 


Oy = Cos! ( / - Br- ) 


} 


The limitations on equation (38 ) are: - £, £ Bo 


% Dornhoefer [2] 
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(36) 


(37) 


(37 ) 





and O x Of < y Go) 


The average voltage across the load may now be computed by using 


WT 
Ci Em sin 6 de 


Py 
= Im ( ^7 Cor 24 (41) 


or En = Ze ( / + Pmt S) (42) 


For two reactors, the output voltage given by equation (l1) 
must be doubled. Since Emis known and Bais given by equation OU: 
the average load voltage may be determined if B, and Bp can be found. 
If it is assumed that B, is proportional to H, only, where Ho is the 


Mm] due to the control current alone, then Bg may te found by using 
p, YA H o (4 3) 
he | 
E e = NT. (44) 


and 44 is the slope, at the point corresponding to the given Ic, of the 
upper right branch of the hysteresis loop drawn for the core material 
with the a-c windings open. Or B, may be read directly from the 

curve itself. Be may be found from Figure 7 as the valve of flux 
density at the knee of the curve drawn for the given Ic. 

The foregoing method for finding the output of a self-saturated 
amplifier depends for its accuracy upon the validity of the assump- 
tions made earlier. Its accuracy will be poor if before firing 
there is an appreciable voltage across the load and if, after firing, 


there is an appreciable voltage across the reactors. 
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3. Summary 

Ihe self-saturated magnetic amplifier circuit of Figure ll, is 
but one of many configurations that may be used. In Chapter IT, for 
example, tests conducted on a bridge-type circuit will be discussed. 
Hegardless of the circuit used, the principles of design outlined in 
this chapter may be applied if prover care is exercised. Cascaded 
magnetic arplifiers have not been mentioned for two reasons. First, 
cascading does not add to the design problem if special care is taken 
to ensure that there is no output direct current of the first stage 
(control current of the second stage) when the control current of 
the first stage is zero. This requires a balancing out of mmf 
between the two stages. Second, the special design problem, which 
is described in Chapter II, that wes of particular interest did not 
require cascading. The design procedures detailed in this chapter 
are, in fact, the basis of the special design of Chapter II. 

It may be recalled that the procedure of design did not specify 
what type of magnetic amplifier, simple or self-saturated, was to be 
used for a particular reactor design. As will be demonstrated in 
Chapter II, the reactors may be designed for a simple magnetic 
amplifier and then used in a self-saturated circuit under the same 
load conditions without modification of their physical make-up. It 
has been shown, however, that the self-saturated circuit is far 
superior to the type illustrated in Figure 1 in power gain. There- 
fore the self-saturated (or feedback) magnetic amplifier is almost 


always used in applications involving appreciable power consumption. 
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CHAPTER II 
A MAGNSTIC AMPLIFIER FOR SPS-6B RADAR 
ANTENNA CONTROL 


l. The Problem 


The problem was to design, build and test a magnetic amplifier 
to control the SPS-6B radar antenna. The requirements to be met 
were as follows: 

(1) to rotate the antenna at any speed from zero to fifteen 
revolutions per minute under any load from zero to a sixty 
knot wind plus effect of inertial forces. 

(2) to regulate the antenna's rotation speed as the load 
changed over any or ail of the range from zero to a sixty 
knot wind plus effect of inertial forces. 

(3) to eliminate vacuum tubes from the circuit. 

It is felt the above requirements were met by the magnetic 

amplifier described in this chapter. 
2. Antenna Motor Characteristics 

(1) The motor was one-half horsepower, direct current, separately 
excited. | 

(2) The field required 115 volts, .12 amperes direct current. 

(3) The armature voltage for full speed (3150 rpm) was 230 volts. 
d-c. For lower speeds, the armature voltage was, of course, 
less than 230 volts. 


(hl) The armature current varied with load as follows: 
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No Load Full Load 


tem Ia Hi Ia 
creeping .30 amps creeping «LO amps. 
3h50 .70 amps 3450 5.32 amps. 


(5) The gear ratio from the motor to the gear extruding from 
the motor housing was 0:1. The ratio from this gear to 
the antenna was 5.75:1. Therefore the gear ratio from the 


motor to the antenna was 230:1 (or 3150:15). 


The loading of the motor presented a problem since there was 
not available for testing purposes an SPS-6B antenna. A prony brake 
could have been used to simulate the antenna load, but such a method 
would involve errors. It was decided, therefore, to work out an 
electrical equivalent of the motor and load.* For the shunt d-c 
motor of Figure 1(a) 

Es = ty (0 
and tm = ke £4 
e = Rac +e 


9 
Ex Rad + kw 


or 


The developed torque is 


LE EE 


or E A 
kc J 22 47. 


Taking the Laplace transforms of equations (hn) and (6), assum- 


ing initial conditions to be zero, 


* From a paper by C. K. Hooper of the Westinghouse Corporation. 
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(1) 


(2) 
(3) 
(4) 


(s) 


(6) 





es) = Ea WED E tor (7) 


ks, d) 2 Ts wis) + Wels) (2) 


Solving equation (8) forw(s), 


WI) = Kr lD- Tals) 


(q) 
Js " 
Substituting Xs) in equation (7), 
e(s)- Fa clsd + k, Ert e Go) 
or eís)J.s = Ra t(s) Is Ik LK, cfs) 
or F k, Te (5) a 
As) Is + ky m /s)= céslfss +k,k,) C2) 
" fs) - CCTS + key Tals) 
es) = AAA a (8 
I + Ky Kr ) 
S qb Tals? 
finally, tls) = Lkr y els) d K (14 ) 





cr ARE 
KA Bar S +/ 


Both @and 7, may be called step functions of value lel ana im; & | 
respectively. Then 7 L sjel + «| ( ) 
4 v s 

s| Ra tm S+ 1] 


ky T 





IfT, is zero (load is zero), 


Jel 








it) pm fis) 
OS M A 
Ka 
Now consider the circvit of Figure 1 (b). By Laplace, 
Cau. aC lms A (77 ) 
l elscs 
or cls) = Rest ı nr (12) 
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If again C'is a step function of amplitude (el : 





, lel 
J = p 
L(s R s+ 3 (19) 


A comparison of equations (16) and (19) shows that a d-c motor 


at no load is equivalent to an R-C circuit. Further, it is seen that 


R, =- R 
and 2. eq uals C (20) 


The capacitance of the radar antenna motor at full speed was 


about 20,000 microfarads. 


If 7, is not zero, the equivalent circuit for the motor under 


load follows from equation (15). 


Ra > + — S/ ky + La2 a) 
le! p le ) 21.) 
P AA REND 
ey 1(s) ~ ky K te! lel RaT 
Ras + keBr Sl krt a ge 


Now consider the electrical circuit of Figure 1 (c). For the 


Capacitive branch, 


7 (s) = gcc 








me (23) 
/ 
cs 
For the inductive branch, 
ees) 

Ra + ds (24) 

Adding, rp 
R, + — K,+45s 


Cs 
If isa step function of magnitude [e] , 
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(es) = lel 4 _— Bu (26) 


s( f,» ¿7 s/R,+28) 
(el le/ 
or Gide Rd S/R rks) G?) 


A coma rison of equations (22) and (27) follows in Table 1. 


Table 1 
Motor Symbol Electric Circuit Symbol 

Ra R, 

ke, KT C. 

lel 

k 

EE R, 

lel RT 


BTE - 


The inductance term for the motor under test was about ten 
menries. de. the only effect this inductance will have on the 
d-c motor is to cause a momentary transient response for load or 
speed changes. Therefore, it is not necessary, in putting an equi- 
valent load on the motor, to include this term. The equivalent load 


on the motor, then, is simply Ro. Ro varies with the armature volt- 


age and the real antenna load. For full load, V4 is 230 volts, 


1 
horsepower is one-half, rpm is 3450, armature inertia J is, /7 [sft | 


“Then sm on > UE 746) = 4,06 am ps e h g) 
A3o x 40 


where the efficiency is .lO. The full load torque is 


Ta HPrXSa$2 _ 2s0 /A-Jt @ 4) 
R PM 
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Figure 2 "" General Methed of Beeedure 


4 1 Ii A 





But dy, “kreo, Therefore 








E ae ue LER (30) 
T" "2.06 am P 
Therefore R = 230 yx ¡Y = 59,5 KN (31) 
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Ihe resistor actually used in parallel with theo armature to 
represent full load was fifty-five ohms. As will be shown, this 
value of resistance shunting the armature presented nearly the same 
led to the power source as the actual full load on the antenna 
(sixty knot wind plus effects of inertial forces). 

Wind loading may result from ship roll, pitch or yaw as well 
as from the wind itself. In addition, roll, pitch or yaw throws 
an inertial load on the antenna due to its deviation from the 
balanced position. A third factor of rather minor consequence is 
the sinusoidal variation of load with antenna rotation. Balancing 
vanes on the antenna reduced the load variations resulting from the 
interaction of antenna rotary movement with ship movement and wind 
movement. It was found by test with the balanced antenna that a 
sixty knot wind resulted in a motor load of 1.6 amperes at full 
speed. Maximum mechanical loading added .72 amperes to this, giving 
5.32 amperes d-c as full load, full speed armature current. 

3. General Method of Procedure 

Ihe motor and the magnetic amplifier are connected in series 
with the lO volt, 60 cycle supply as shown in Figure 2. By 
changing the impedance of the magretic amplifier reactors, a varying 
d-c voltage is supplied to the motor armature. This variation must 
be such as to cause the motor to rotate at speeds from zero to 3450 


rpm over the entire range of loads. 
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h. The Design Data 

Before the magnetic amplifier could be desizned, the character- 
istics of the selected selenium rectifier over the load range had 
to be determined and considered in the problem. Figure 5 of Chapter I 
gives the forward voltage drop as a function of the current density 
for seleniun rectifiers. It was considered advisable, however, to 
test the rectifier experimentally. A Westinghouse type "H" #6 
selenium rectifier stack was selected, torn down and reassembled as 
shown in Figure 3(a). This is eouivalent to the full-wave rectifier 
of Figure 3(b). In addition to this arrangement of rectifier plates, 
eighteen additional plates were used later in the self-saturated 
circuit. 

To test the motor response when used with the rectifier, the 
circuit of Figure lj was set up. The results are shown in Table 2 


and Table 3 following: 





Table 2 
Vac Va m RPM R 
15 volts 2.2 volts .26 amps 0 co 
15.9 4.0 . 8 creeping eo 
227] T0206 ser faster ¿0 
Table 3 
Vac Va 11 RPM R 
15 volts 2.5 volts .hO amps. Creeping 550hms 
2390 10.0 5h faster 55 
57.0 110.0 28027 faster 55 
119.0 100.9 2.52 1:00 55 
172,0 150.0 3.58 - 55 
211.0 180.0 h.22 2610 55 
252.0 210.0 rns 3260 55 
216.0 230.0 5.10 3480 55 


The data of Table 2 determine minimum load conditions. That is, 
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to stop the motor under zero load, the rms voltage applied to the 
rectifier must not exceed fifteen volts, and I, must not exceed about 
.25 amperes. 

Table 3 shows that a resistor of fifty-five ohms shunting the 
armature did not quite give the same response as the actual wind 
and inertial loading. For the actual full load and full motor speed 
of 3450 rpm, I, was found to be 5.32 amperes. Table 2 gives a 
figure of 5.10 amperes for I, at full load and full speed. However, 
the discrepancy is slight, and "fullload" hereafter in this chapter 
will mean a resistance of fifty-five ohms shunting the armature. 

The last entry in Table 3 above determines maximum lad-maximum 
Speed conditions. To get full speed under full load, 276 volts 
a-c had to be applied to the rectifier. 230 volts and 5.32 amperes 
were actually used in the calculations which follow. & 


Resume of -preceding design data: 


b 


Minimum Load - Minimum Speed: 
Va. E IS volts 
I, = ,2S amps 
Maximum Load - Maximum Speed: 


Vac = 150 volts 
Di. - §.32 amp $ 


It is not necessary to consider "Minimum Load-Maximum Speed" 
or "Maximum Load-Minimum Speed", for these conditions fall within 
the range of operations encompassed by the two conditions outlined 
above. 

9. The Magnetic Amplifier 


The two cores selected were Westinghouse type "C" hipersil, 
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971366727 with the following dimensions per core: 


Area: 340088. in. 

L (mean core length): 114.85 in. 
Window length: 1.1875 in. 
Window width: 1.625 in. 

Strip width: 2.1825 in. 
Weight: 11.9 pounds 
Wlt-ampere capacity: 1450 


Ihe following design data were known: 


Minimum Load-Minimum Speed: 
| IS Y 
T, JP ae A 52 0X 1.11) 
Maximum Load-Maximum Speed: 
Vac 2 vov 
1, = 5.90 amps ( 9,324, X ^H) 
Ihe load current is multiplied by 1.11 because the character- 
istic curves of Figure 7 of Chapter I use this conversion factor. 


The design data and the curves of Figure 7 of Chapter I were 


now used to design one reactor as follows: 





EE, = 2? 999 297 (32) 
Min (42). NETA N ol 
Max (ZI st yy 2.397 N 3) 
ax | £ Zac ~ 773.859 
A Ar) 
= e ,e97! (39) 
Max GE). 
And N Min (Ehe (as) 


, O197 


From curves of Figure 7 in Chapter I, a point on the I, equals 


zero curve near the knee was chosen. Under this point, on the abscissa, 
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^ (Mk - 
Mra LE 7 (36) 


and from equation (31), 


Max (54). = 197. £ (37) 


while from equation (35), 


N - 376 turns per core. 


From the curves, 


men BE = 


Max E, =.26 (39) 
d e" M 
an Loa, 7039 A 
= 302 WV, 


Since the voltage across the rectifier was fifteen volts for 


this condition of Minimum Load - Minimum Speed, 


y 


This assumes that E and V should be added arithmetically. 


appe 302 + IS SUE 57) 


As was mentioned in Chapter I, usually E and Vae should be added in 
quadrature, but it was also stated that there were exceptions. 
With the motor-rectifier load, the maximum angle between E and V, 


was about thirty degrees by test. Therefore the two voltages were 


added arithmetically. 


E for maximum load - pp ~ Vac 
= Se 
= 37 volts 
and x) oe ( fer max, lead) 
2 X 2,033 
7" 9.09 1376 


Resume of preceding calcuations: 
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Fig ure 25 007 Mag netic Amplifier Circuit 
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‚26 for min. load and speed 


AN = 
Min 5 = .033 for max. load and speed 
Min ( Mt) = 7.0 for min. load and speed 
Max ESA = 118.6 for max. load and speed 


The a~c windings were made up of # 13 wire, 376 turns per core. 
From the curves of Figure 7 in Chapter I, the CE), that passes 
through the full load, full speed point was eighty. Ng, was set at 


760 turns per core. Then 


ABE OX 90 . jJ $6 amps Go) 


T Á 
Pe may = 760 


The wire selected was f 18. 


The copper loss per pound per reactor was calculated as follows: 


Resistance of a-c coil = 1.0 ohm 

Weight of a-c coil = 7.6): pounds 
Resistance of d-c coil = 1.55 ohms 

Weight of d-c coil = 3.53 pounds 

Total weight of one reactor = 23.3 pounds 
Max. d-c power loss = 1.55% x 1.55 

10.2 watts 

2,95 ^x 1 

8.7 watts 

Total max. power loss = 18.9 watts 


Copper loss per pound = 18:9 = .811 watts per pound 


23.5 per reactor 


Max. a-c power loss 


Since a copper loss of one watt per pound will not cause 
appreciable heating, the calculated figure was on the conservative 
side. 

6. Simple Magnetic Amplifier Circuit 

The first circuit tested is shown in Figure 5. This circuit 

is the simple magnetic amplifier explained in Chapter I. The data 


of Table l and Table 5 were obtained. 
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Table h 





Vapp z 300 volts R= eoo 
Ic Vamp Vrect RPM Ty 
«Ol amps. 290 volts 16 volts O . 30 amps 
.03 283 p? 14,3 33 
10 250 100 910 .50 
eo 100 280 3200 64 


The design data had Vy, 4 equal to 15 volts when I, was zero and 


the load and speed were minimum. This checks very well with Table |]. 


Table 5 


Vapp = 310 volts R = 55 ohms 


Te Vamp Vrect RPM Va 
.025 amps 307 volts 16.0 creeping = 
.20 279 5530 390 - 
«10 218 98.0 930 - 
.86 ire 188.0 2000 135 volts 
l2 92 260.0 2900 190 
1.50 55 295.0 3300 211 


Note that the design data for full load gave full speed equal 
to 3450 rpm, V4 equal to 230 volts d-c, I1 equal to 5.32 amperes, 
and Ic equal to 1.56 amperes. Increasing Vapp and Ic to the design 
values would cause the tested motor speed, V4 and Ij to approach very 
close to the design parameters. Figure 6 compares the actual motor 
response at full load with the response expected in accordance with 
the design. A feature noteworthy in this graph is the fair linearity 
of the motor response with control current. This could only mean 
that the load line drawn on Figure 7 of Chapter I was correctly drawn 
as a straight line rather than an ellipse. 

The power gain of the magnetic amplifier was as follows: 

Gain = Fower Output (111) 


Power Input 
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(a) Minimum load - Maximum Speed: 


Control circuit power = Ic Re 
a 
= oe x 4.55 
= .182 watts 
Load circuit power = Va x 1 
= 134.1 watts 
139.49 
Gai = — = 
n 7$ Ito 


(b) Maximum load - maximum speed: 


o ECC 


Control circuit power 


= 10.25 watts 
Load circuit power = 211 x5 
= 1055 watts 
Gain = 1055 = 103 
10.25 


As was shown in Chapter I, the angle during which one reactor 
fires is 180 - where g 
f ; Ba = Bp + Do 
Of = Cos” =r CN 
rrr 
Negl=cting hysteresis, when I ¿is zero Bis zero. By on Figure 7 
of Chapter I is represented by the knee of the saturation curve. 


He re B ¿equals 16.4 kilogausses since 


= 4 
BA 3,5 a Q ausses 


and E = .2^., Alse Ba eg ua ls 


15.2. ^. Since pi, ts 26 . ZTharojere, 


Of > cast o) 


Or Of > do” 


or each reactor is firing less than half the time for minimum load 
and minimum speed. 
At full load and full speed, Fay is .033. Therefore B isl. 9 Kg. 
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Figure 7 - First art Using Self 


Saturatien 





Bf is now about 17.6 kg and Be isu A, or Bo = 175 x 100 = 17.50 kg. 
Therefore 
Sp =tos ()-9.2p+ 9.22) 


cos"! (94) 
Of > 20° 


1l 


or each reactor is firing for 160 degrees in its cycle. The firing 
times are not to be considered as rigorously correct since Bg is 
difficult to determine accurately. 

The magnetic amplifier operated satisfactorily. However, the 
necessity of having one and a half amperes of control current for 
full load-full speed made it desirable to design a self-saturated 
magnetic amplifier since such an amplifier needs much less control 
current. 

7. Self-Saturating Magnetic Amplifier Circuits. 

Ihe self-saturating circuit of rigure 7 was set up. The feed- 
back magnetomotive force results from the direct current flowing 
through the load windings. As shown in Figure 10 of Chapter I, the 
control current required to give a particular degree of saturation 
may be greatly reduced by using this positive feedback. 


Under full load, 3500 rpm was reached with Vas pedal to 300 volts 


PP 
and I, equal to 60 milliamperes. Therefore the sensitivity ratio 

of this circuit as compared with the simple magnetic amplifier is 
about 1.70 or 28.33, the ratio of the control currents required 

60x10 

to reach the same motor speed. This assumes, by extrapolation, that 
1.70 amperes of control current, with Va pie qual to 300 volts, would 
have given a motor speed of 3500 rpm in the simple magnetic amplifier. 
This increase in sensitivity was gratifying. But the motor could 


not be stopped or slowed greatly with Yapi 300 volts no matter how 
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Figure g - Coil Arrange ments Tried 
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the control windings and load windings were arranged. Figure 8 shows 
the arrangements tried. With zero control current, for example, 

the motor speed was 2300 rpm using one arrangement. No arrangement 
of the control windings as bias winding would reduce this speed 

much below 2000 rpm. This indicated that By for all values of Bg 
exceeded B f and therefore firing could not be prevented. Since 

there are rectifiers in series with the reactors, B o is not a function 
of the control current alone. To the flux density resulting from I e 
must be added the residual flux density resulting from the direct 


current flowing through the load winding. As was shown in Chapter I, 


pec Ue © (42) 
/ -ces e 
It e, is near zero, By increases to a large value unless Bọ , 
which increases with By , approaches By . Then an indeterminate 
situation results. If B, becomes greater than Br > LIIIDBERUS, OB 
course, continuous. 


The power gain of this magnetic amplifier was as follows: 


(a) Minimum load-maximum speed: 
— 2 
Control circuit power T Oe 


.00102 watts 


Load circuit power Va X la 

| 2308.70 
161 watts 

Power gain = 161 - 158,000 


102" I0 


(b) Maximum load-maximum speed: 
2 


La 
36x107 * x 1.55 
.016l; watts 


Control circuit power 
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Figure vi = Second Circuit U sing Self- 
Saturatian 








Load circuit power = Wa x la 
= 230 X 11,85 
= 1115 watts 
Power gain = 1115 = 68000 
. 016] 


Despite the excellent sensitivity of this circuit, it was 
abandoned because of its lack of controllability. 

The self-saturation circuit of Figure 9 was set up. It was 
felt that this circuit would not be as sensitive as the first but 
would prove more controllable. 

The following data were obtained from the new circuit: 


(a) With Va pp = 300 volts and full load: 


Er RPM 
O ma. 11,50 
10 1900 
20 2270 
ho 2700 
60 3000 
80 3200 
100 31100 


with control current reversed: 


I REM 
O ma. 11,50 
10 1100 
70 creeping 
(b) With Vaa, = 300 volts and no load: 
I RPM 
O ma. 2700 
10 3150 
20 3450 


with control current reversed: 


I RPM 
O ma. 2700 
20 1600 
110 600 
70 creeping 


po 





= o 
I. +Z, 





Figure je - Typical Response Curve 





If the reversed current in the control windings were increased 
beyond seventy milliamperes, the motor increased in speed. This is 
explained by a study of the response curve of Figure 10. 

On the basis of the preceding data, Va pp could be set at three 
hundred volts. Although the antenna could not then be stopped dead, 
its speed was perhaps one rpm in ten minutes, an impracticably slow 
speed. If, however, it were decided that it was desirable to stop 
the antenna dead on a target, either the armature voltage could be 
switched off automatically by the control current potentiometer when 
it was set to seventy milliamperes reversed control current, or the 
applied voltage Va gpcould be made 290 volts rather than 300. The 
latter arrangement will permit stopping the motor dead, but it will 
decrease the sensitivity since more control current will be required 
for full speed than was necessary when Va peas 300 volts. 

Power gain of the magnetic amplifier was as follows: 

(a) Minimum load-maximum speed: 
ilie 


ete 
02 Ex 1,55 
1.82 x 10 watts 


Control circuit power 


Load circuit power VaX Ia 
230 T 
161 watts 
Power gain = 161 88,500 
1.82x10 
(b) Maximum load-maximum speed: 
Control circuit power z D c 
- E ex 4.55 
= . 01155 watts 
Load circuit power =VaX la 
= 230 x 5.30 
- 1222 watts 
Power gain = 1222 = 26,000 


h.55 x 10 
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In Chapter I, equation (32) gave an expression for the control 
current needed in a self-saturated magnetic amplifier. This equation 


was 


J 





e = T de = P» Fond Une (43) 


where I, is the control current in the self-saturated amplifier, ie 

is the control current needed in a simple magnetic amplifier to give 

a particular output, and Ijoaq is the average value of the load current. 
For full load and full speed I, is 1.56 amperes, Ijoad is 5.32 


amperes. Therefore 


1-1, - 0:209 (44) 


230 ma. 


Actually, for full load and full speed Ie was 100 milliamperes. 

The disparity between the two figures for Ieis due to the fact that 
equation (43) is based on some assumptions that are legitimate 
enough but which make it give apparently erratic results because its 
result comes from the difference of two quantities that are close 
together. For a motor speed of 2400 rpm, Lj. was 1.0 amperes, I4954q 


was 3.97 amperes. Therefore ( s) 
I. /- £41,495) ? 


= 7. 5 ma. 


Actually, I, for a motor speed of 2100 rpm was about thirty milli- 
amperes in the self-saturated amplifier. 
According to a formula developed in Chapter I, the output 


voltage (here across the rectifiers) due to both reactors is 
- B 
e, . £n (2 4 Bo - Br (46) 
mT Bm 
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For maximum load and maximum speed, assume Bg eguals WA Then 
C ne = 290 V. 
The measured value was 295 volts. The difference between these two 
values may be due to one or both of the assumptions made being 
inadmissible. The first assumption was that the output due to the 
so-called pre-firing skirt was negligible, i.e., before firing all 
the supply voltage was across the reactors. However, if this assump- 
tion were wrong, the error would tend to increase the calculated 
output. Therefore for maximum load and speed, the assumption that 
B, equals B f may be incorrect. B, must exceed B $ to make C, approach 
more closely the measured output. If B, were to exceed EA , the 
amplifier would tend to fire on at least part of the negative 
alternation of the alternating flux. While this is possible, it 
would not add to the output because the rectifiers are unidirectional. 
Therefore, the condition previously made that - Bs £ Bo £ + By 
need not be violated. 

Of the three magnetic amplifiers tested, the last seemed to have 
the greatest potentiality. Therefore it was used in the remainder of 
the problem. 

6. Speed Regulation 

In the last circuit of Section 7 one hundred milliamperes of I 
were required to produce full speed at full load, but only twenty 
milliamperes of I care reguired to produce full speed at no load. 
This means that if the radar operator were to set the antenna speed 
control IA at a certain point, the anena Speed would vary 
radically with changes in wind velocity, ship's speed, roll and pitch, 


and ship's heading. Therefore, the speed of the motor had to be 
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regulated so that a particular setting of Ze would give the same 
speed regardless of load. 
Since it was known that a reversed current in the control 
winding slowed the motor, a "regulating" winding of two hundred 
twenty-five turns of #28 cotton-insulated wire was wound on each core. 
in the same sense as the control winding. A check was then made to 
see if reverse current in the regulating winding slowed the motor. 
With no load, Vapp equal to 280 volts, and Je equal to ten milliamperes, 


the following results were obtained: 


Id K Pm 
I ma. A 790 
se ma, 1700 


Therefore this winding, with the regulating current, Z,/ , in the 
proper direction did slow the motor down. Similarly, if 14 had been 
reversed, the motor would have increased in speed. It was felt 
that the regulation should be degenerative rather than regenerative 
to minimize the possibility of instability. So the regulating current 
was made to slow the motor. 

Equation (1) indicates that motor speed is directly proportional 
to the counter emf developed by the motor, or the armature voltage. 
gr Z ¿Were set at a particular value giving a certain motor speed and 
the load were to decrease, the armature voltage would increase and 
so would the speed. Now, if the increase in armature voltage were 
used to increase Z4 , the motor speed would be decreased. The circuit 
of Figure 11 was set up to try this idea. 
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In the circuit of Figure lbjereeandiess of loads Y is fixed 


for a certain speed. For a particular T. , motor speed (and Ya) 


depend upon load. For example, as the load decreases | increases, 


tending to increase the motor speed but also increasing 1) . THis 


increase ind g tends to slow the motor down. 


Of course, there will 


be sone 14 for full load also, but it will increase as the load de- 


creases. 


Table 6 indicates how well this method regulated the motor speed. 


Full Load 
te d 
10 ma. SS 
20 72 
ho 100 
60 138 
80 u 


Table 6 


Vapp =280 volts 


R =500 ohms 
RPM I. 
880 lOma. 
1050 20 
1300 40 
1620 60 
1900 80 


No Load 
Id 
81 ma. 
100 
111 
275 
235 


Rem 
1180 


1300 
1610 
2000 


2350 


With no regulation ( Zg circuit open), the following data were 


obtained for comparison with the results shown in Table 6 for regu- 


lation: 
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Table 7 


Vapp = 290 volts 


Full Load No Load 

I. KPm Te PPM 
10 ma. 1660 6 ma. 2550 
20 2030 10 3000 
ho 2510 20 3300 
60 2800 25 3500 
80 2910 


The graph of Figure 12 shows the improvement of regulation. 
With no regulation and Ze equal to twenty milliamperes, the motor 
speed difference for no load and full load was 

3300 - 2030 = 1270 
With regulation and]. equal to twenty milliamperes, the motor 
speed difference was 

1300 - 1050 = 250 
Two results may be noted. First, there was considerable improvement 
in regulation. Second, there was a material reduction in motor speed 
for all loads with regulation in effect. The speed, for a particular 
Zo , was approximately halved. It was considered desirable to 
modify this circuit in such a way as to decrease this sensitivity re- 
duction. Figure 13 shows this modification. 

In this circuit there will be no ZJ at all for full load. This 
is achieved by setting p so that VA equals Va for a particular 
setting of JA corresponding to full load. If the load decreases, 
the motor speed and Va tend to increase, causing LJ to flow to reduce 
the motor speed and V A 
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Figure 13 - rd Reg u lat ing Circuit 








In actual eperation, P, (the speed control) and P. 2 (the regulation 
control) would be adjusted synchronously. In other words, f would 
be so designed that its movable arm would be moved in synchronism 
with that of f, so that V would automatically be set equal to full 
load V, for a particular J "m 

Once F, is set, it is necessary that Vi remain constant regard- 
less of what Va does. This poses a difficult problem. By making A 
a very low resistance, of the order of one hundred ohms, Vy will 
remain constant as Va changes, but the current drain and power wastage 
is exorbitant. To avoid this, it is necessary that the resistance of 
f, be large but that the resistance between the movable arm and 
common depend upon the magnitude of Y, . In other words, this resistance 
to common must decrease when Va increases. This clearly indicates 
the need of a regulating device across Vy . A voltage regulating 
circui* such as shown in Figure 1) will vary the resistance from 
center tap to common in the way desired to keep Vj constant. An 
ordinary regulated power supply as the source of VJ is rapidly "unregu- 
lated" when Va exceeds Ya . 

Data on the regulating circuit of Figure 13 is civen in Tables 8 


and 9, weich follow. 


70 





=== 266 [o ral 
lohy Ty 


98 P 
Y Supply 
I2AX7 


Figure 14 - Suggested Circuit to Hold 
Z Constant 








""iole"o 
Vapp = 260 volts 
K4 = 200 ohms 


e = 0 ma. 


Load RPM va Id Vd 


Full Load 2.10 amps. 1200 30 v. O OO v; 
2799 1200 82 3 ma. 80 
1.60 1200 81, 16 80 
1.20 7200 86 2 80 
1.00 1300 88 28 80 
Zero Load .62 13,0 92 28 81 
Table 9 
Vapp = 280 volts 
Ry = 200 ohms 
I, = Loma. 
Load Rfm V, I4 Vd 
Full Load 3.90 amps. 27500 170 vs O 169 v. 
TOO 2109 102 1592, 169 
3920 2710 17h 20 169 
2.80 2740 YA 2h 169 
2.10 2800 179 36 169 
2.00 2850 180 hh 170 
SN 2870 102 A 
Zero Load .72 2919 190 m 170 
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Fron Table 8 it is seen that with Te equal to zero, if the load 

changed from full to no load, the antenna speed would increase by 
PO room. e eee 
230 

where 230 is the gear ratio from motor to antenna. Since it is 
unlikelv that the load would change rapidly from a sixty knot wind 
(plus roll and pitch of the ship) to a zero knot wind, this variation 
was considered negligible. It was better regulation than the electron 
tube regulating circuit presently used in the SPS-6 radar. 

From Table 9, withZ, equal to forty miliamperes, when the load 
changed from full to no load, the antenna speed increased by 


2970 - 2900 
M Be 
2 30 


= es rpm 


Again this change was considered negligible. 

The graph of Figure 15 shows the improvement of regulation by 
this method. 

As Ra was decreased, the incremental ZI increased for a given 
Va change. However, as R4 is reduced it becomes more difficult to 
maintain VJ constant. 

The loss of sensitivity due to the regulating winding may be 
computed by modifying equation (143) to include the magnetomotive 


force of the -»gulatinz winding. 
E PET 47) 
(NI) uu? Vele t PL iced Nae 4 / 


where( NT), E the maf required in the simple magnetic amplifier. 


Then 7 ae AIde )totat B Iid Nas Ded Na + + DEAL (4 9) 


ITA 
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Por example, for zero load with motor speed equal to 2970 rpm, 


apo 1706 - Ll 220) + 20,7 


30.7 ma. 

Actually, Le was forty milliamperes. Note that the regulating 
winding appears to increase the control current by a considerable 
amount at zero load. Je for this motor speed and zero load with no 
regulation was only about ten milliamperes. Regulation, then, more 
than doubled the amount of control current needed to produce a motor 
speed of 2970 rpm at no load. The decrease in sensitivity with regu- 
lation was, of course, maximum at no load. At full load there was no 
decrease in sensitivity when regulation was in effect since Las 


zero for full load. 


9. Summary. 


The circuit of Figure 13, it is felt, is a practical solution to 
the problem outlined in Section l. The antenna could be rotated at any 
speed from zero to fifteen rpm under any load from zero to a sixty knot 
wind plus effect of inertial forces; the antenna speed was offective- 
ly regulated; and vacuum tubes were eliminated except as they might 


be used for regul ting circuit similar to that of Figure 14. 
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APPENDIX A 
IHE PROBLEM OF RADAR ANTZNNA TRACKING 


Chapter II has offered a magnetic amplifier solution to radar 
antenna control for searching. Present-day radars are also often used 
for tracking targets. It would be highly desirable, therefore, if 
a magnetic amplifier could be designed for this latter purpose. The 
circuit of Figure 1 illustrates the problem. When Ze is zero, the 
motor is stationary since there is as much current going through the 
motor in one way as the other. If the control current is now in- 
creased and the control windings are arranged so that the magnetomotive 
force of one control winding bucks that of its associated load wind- 
ing while the masnetomotive force of the other control winding aids that 
of its associated load winding, then the load current should increase 
in one direction and decrease in the other, and the motor will turn 
in one direction. There are two things wrong with this idea. First, 
sensitivity is poor because there still is a current in the wrong 
direction through the motor. Second, such a control winding arrange- 
ment means that the load winding will induce voltages in the control 
windings. As was mentioned in Chapter I, this reduces the sensitivity. 
If the control current direction were reversed, the motor would turn 
in the opposite direction. This arrangement should work, but its 
sensitivity would be poor, and the motor would probably be sluggish 
in its response. 

The control current would have to result from an error signal. 


This error signal, resulting from the antenna moving off the target, 
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could be generated in the conventional way. 

Figure 2 shows another circuit that will make the antenna track 
the target. When the top of the secondary is positive, current 
goes through the motor in one direction. When the polarity changes, 
current reverses through the motor. When Z, is zero, then, the motor 
is stationary. Due to the way the control windings are arranged, 
when Je is increased, the current through the motor in one direction 
increases and it decreases in the other direction. Therefore the motor 
will turn. Reversal of the control current reverses the motor direction. 
Ihe difficulty with this circuit is that not only is there a path for 
current from one pair of reactors through the motor, but there is also 
a path for this current through one of the other pair of reactors. This 
causes this circuit to be insensitive and requires inordinately large 
reactors for the amount of motor torque resulting. 

The WA of antenna tracking using magnetic amplifiers will 
be solved when a circuit configuration is developed that will have 
good sensitivity, that will respond quickly to error, and will not 


cause hunting. 
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